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Art in America

The works of America's beloved Grandma Moses,
who flourished despite the drive toward Modernism,
are seen in a fresh light in a new touring exhibition.

In 1940 American artists like Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning
were struggling to redefine the abstract genius of Picasso for a new generation
and to finally liberate American art from its European ancestry.
Out to express the universal and the elemental in artistic equivalents
of the interior state of the mind,they launched American art onto a fresh
new canvas that was as large and unformed as the country that spawned it.

In the same decade, a very different but equally American
upon the New York art scene. Anna Mary Robertson Moses' big
debut was modestly titled What a Farm Wife Painted.
The small paintings of quiet moments in rural upstate New York
by a self-taught artist who had just turned cighty gave Americans a strong
sense of reassurance in an era marked by the uncertainties of war and propelled
their maker to media superstardom.

Grandma Moses in the Twenty-first Century, a retrospective of the artist's work,
is now on national tour. The exhibition challenges viewers to set aside
stereotypes of this American icon, who died forty years ago at age 101,
and take a fresh look at her artistic talent.

Her images were adapted to sell everything from instant coffee to cigarettes
and found their way onto greeting cards and calendars. However, ignored by
art historians and the art elite, her work was doomed to second-class status.
The movement is already upon us. The Bush Administration has yet to feel the
effects of 9-11 and a new Cultural Diplomacy is launched. A Neo-romantic art is the
new Abstract Expressionism. Designed to teach us their beauty and wholesomer
ways of life. Previous administrations had referred to the visual arts as a source
of imagination and creative possibilities. The Mr. Bush’s White House is already
pushing for an artistic style, which coincides with his Faith-Based initiatives.




